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diplomatists. They knew that Mr. Lloyd George was
prepared to fight. They wished to avoid fighting anyone
but the Greeks. They had little to lose by accepting,
and on the 2nd of October they agreed to a conference
at Mudania.
There for nine days Sir Charles Harington steered
through the shoals of Allied disagreement and Turkish
arrogance. His patience had been treated as weakness
and had increased the obstinacy of the Turks. He now
had orders not to use force without the co-operation
of the other Allies and to the end the Allied quarrels
continued.
By careful diplomacy and unlimited patience Sir
Charles Harington kept the delegates together and per-
suaded Ismet Pasha, the Turkish representative, to sign
the Convention. In the grey light before dawn on the
i ith of October the representatives of all Europe stood
waiting restless and tired after hours of strain, eager to
light the first cigarette. Ismet Pasha sat pondering. He
represented a small army of under-fed and under-
equipped troops and a bankrupt State. The Civilized
World waited and held its breath while he pondered
deliberately. Then he signed. The force that decided
his signature was the knowledge that he had gained all
he could hope to gain by bargaining, and that at 5 a.m.
that morning, if he was still obdurate, an ultimatum was
to be presented.
Mudania for the minute saved the situation. It
retrieved at a grievous cost some of the ground lost at
Chanak. As soon as it was decided to avoid the use
of bluff and force it was the only road out of an impasse.